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Assessment & Accountability 
Newsletter 
Wednesday, October 3, 2018 
 

Our next Assessment & Accountability Newsletter will be October 17, 2018. 
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EDMODO 

EDMODO has expanded to include new small groups within our own network group so topics 
can be easily sorted by specific assessments – all under the same account. Look for Idaho State 
Department of Education Assessment and Accountability Networking Group 2018-2019. New 
code: rig4en. 

IDAHO READING INDICATOR 

Fall IRI testing window 
Fall IRI testing window is now closed. We will have public IRI data available the last week of 
October. 

Fall IRI Training with Istation 
Thanks to those who have attended Istation training in Coeur D’ Alene and Lewiston.  The focus 
is on assessment results, available reports and changing instruction. Trainings in Regions 3, 4, 5 

https://www.edmodo.com/
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and 6 are scheduled for next week. Registration for those trainings has closed in Regions 5 and 
6 and it will close Thursday and Friday of this week for Region 3. IRI District Implementation 
Coordinators have registration information.  
 

Two Q & A webinars scheduled to help clarify any confusion with Istation. 
• Please register for IRI - Q&A on Oct. 30, 2018 10:00 AM MDT   
• Please register for IRI - Q&A on Nov. 8, 2018 3:00 PM MDT  

Please bring any questions I can address for clarify and join us!  After registering, you will 
receive a confirmation email with information about joining the webinar.  These webinars will 
be recorded and posted online. 

SCIENCE 

Help us develop Idaho’s new science assessment! 
Applications are being accepted from science teachers, special education teachers and English 
Language learner teachers, curriculum specialists and higher education faculty for review of 
content and fairness of new science assessment items aligned to the new science standards in 
December. 
 
The Content Advisory Committee will meet December 3-5 and the Fairness Committee will 
meet December 6-7. If you would like to be considered for one or both of these item review 
committees, please submit your application no later than Friday, October 12, using the online 
application link. 
 
The SDE will select participants from the pool to ensure diverse, balanced committees 
representing educators and stakeholders across the state.  The SDE will cover all travel related 
expenses (hotel, miles/airfare, meals) and will cover substitute teachers up to $70 per day for 
selected committee members.  Committee members will be notified by the week of October 
29. 

For more information, contact Heidi Arrate or call her at (208) 332-6909. 
Back to the top 
 

 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1718486490514329869
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7615123369812183053
https://goo.gl/forms/slqNaxI6VtclWEy72
https://goo.gl/forms/slqNaxI6VtclWEy72
mailto:harrate@sde.idaho.gov
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ISAT 

NEW Interim Assessment “Focused Blocks”  
Smarter Balanced is asking for teacher feedback from the field as they fine tune their project 
to build focused Interim Assessment Blocks. These blocks would be short, but cover only one 
to two assessment targets. We are looking for teachers with experience using the existing 
IABs and have that context when providing feedback about these proposed new blocks which 
will dig deeper into students’ knowledge and skills. To complete the survey(s): 

• ELA Survey 
• Math Survey 

The input received from our educators will assist in identifying the content to emphasized 
within the target(s) of a particular Focused IAB. 

ISAT Comprehensive Assessment System – Important Dates 
• October 23 – Focused IAB Survey closes. 
• October 24 – LIVE Digital Library Webinar (details to follow).  

If you need technical assistance uploading students, users or rosters, please contact the Idaho 
AIR Help Desk at 844-560-7365 or IDHelpDesk@air.org. 

For more information, contact Nancy Thomas Price or call her at (208) 332-6988. 
Back to the top 
 

IDAHO ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT 

Idaho Extended Content Standards Find a New Home 
We are pleased to announce that the Idaho Extended Content Standards have a new home on 
the Idaho State Department of Education Idaho Content Standards webpage, with all the other 
Idaho Content Standards.  The Extended Content Standards are located on each content area.  
The ELA and Math Extended Content Standards were newly adopted last spring.  The Science 
Extended Content Standards have not changed, but have a new look.  

https://smarterbalanced.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=180c5db840df3e34c7063101f&id=0fa259cecf&e=abb27518d6
https://smarterbalanced.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=180c5db840df3e34c7063101f&id=c51a5f640f&e=abb27518d6
mailto:IDHelpDesk@air.org
mailto:nthomasprice@sde.idaho.gov
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/standards/
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IDAA SCIENCE PORTFOLIO BASELINE DATA 

It is time to start thinking about preparing for the IDAA Science Portfolio assessment.  Even 
though we are calling it the IDAA Science Portfolio, instead of the ISAT-Alt Science Portfolio, 
there are no changes to the assessment from the past two years.  The 2016-17 Idaho Standards 
Achievement Tests Alternate Assessment Science Portfolio Manual is still current, except for 
the dates and IPASS application, and you can download it from the Idaho Training 
Clearinghouse Testing Students with Disabilities Statewide webpage.  The IPASS application will 
open on January 1, 2019. 

 
You may be asking yourself, “Why do I need to start thinking about the IDAA Science Portfolio 
right now?  The testing window does not open until January 1, 2019.”  One of the important 
components of the IDAA Science Portfolio is the reporting of baseline data.  Teachers should 
begin collecting baseline data on the student’s performance on the Idaho Extended Content 
Standards in Science this month.  You will enter student baseline data related to the 
complexity, independence, and accuracy of their performance on each objective into the IPASS 
application when you upload student artifacts. 

If you have any questions about IPASS or alternate assessments, please email Karren Streagle 
or call her at (208) 332-6824. 
Back to the top 
 

https://idahotc.com/Portals/0/Resources/54/Science%20Portfolio%20Manual.pdf
https://idahotc.com/Portals/0/Resources/54/Science%20Portfolio%20Manual.pdf
https://idahotc.com/Topics/A-M/Assessing-Students-with-Disabilities-Statewide
https://idahotc.com/Topics/A-M/Assessing-Students-with-Disabilities-Statewide
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/shared/ela-literacy/booklets/ELA-Literacy-Science-Extended-Content-Standards-Grade-5-7-10.pdf
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/shared/ela-literacy/booklets/ELA-Literacy-Science-Extended-Content-Standards-Grade-5-7-10.pdf
mailto:kstreagle@sde.idaho.gov
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COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS 

PSAT/NMSQT School Day:  October 10, Alternate Test Date October 24. 
This is an optional assessment for 10th graders with the state paying for all public high school 
sophomores who participate.  
 
PSAT Key Dates: 

• September 24-28: Test materials should have arrived in school if submitted bulk 
registration file by September 13. Otherwise, will arrive a week before the test date.  
 

SAT School Day  

• SDE will be sending an email October 8 to PSAT Day Coordinators to update contacts and 
spring break dates in preparation for SAT School Day. Response requested by October 17. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

WIDA Assessments 

• ACCESS test new materials and changes: ACCESS for ELLs: What's New for 2018-19  
• Stay on top of WIDA assessment updates and announcements: Assessment updates 

page 
• Needing WIDA training account(s) created?  Contact help@wida.us or call: 1-866-276-

7735 
• WIDA AMS account creation (test set up site): Contact wida@datarecognitioncorp.com 

or check in with your district test coordinator.  

Training and certification  
• Re-certification is not required for WIDA Screener if completed last year.  
• ACCESS 2.0 certification will be required this school year, even if completed last year. 
• If you are a new staff member, certification for any assessment including Screener must be 

completed prior to administering. 
 

Testing Specifics Start Date End Date 

Pre-Testing 

Test Materials Ordering Available in AMS (LEAs)  Mon 
10/22/18 Fri 11/16/18 

Load Pre-ID File into AMS (LEAs) Mon 
10/22/18 Fri 11/16/18 

WIDA AMS Test Setup Available for Test Sessions  Wed 1/2/19 Fri 3/8/19 

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/Website/Assess/Assessment%20Updates/WIDAflyer-accesswhatsnew.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/updates
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/updates
mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:wida@datarecognitioncorp.com
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Districts Receive Test Materials (On)  Tue 1/15/19 Tue 1/15/19 
During 
Testing 

Test Window Mon 1/28/19 Fri 3/8/19 
Additional Test Material Ordering Window in AMS Tue 1/15/19 Fri 3/1/19 

Post-Testing 

Deadline for Shipping Completed Test Materials to 
DRC Fri 3/15/19 Fri 3/15/19 

Pre-Reporting Data Validation – LEAs in AMS Mon 4/1/19 Fri 4/5/19 
Districts Receive Reports - Printed and Online (On) Tue 5/21/19 Tue 5/21/19 

 

Helpful resources: 

• Quick Guide to Screener Online 
• Technology Readiness for WIDA Assessments  
• WIDA Screener Resources  (right hand column of this page are Free Webinars/Trainings on 

Screener) 
• WIDA AMS User Guide Videos 

If you have questions, please contact Melanie Jones or call her at (208) 332-6933. 
Back to the top 

OCTOBER’S MONTHLY ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY WEBINAR 

The next webinar of the 2018-2019 school year will be Wednesday, October 10, at 10:00 AM 
MST. Join us to hear timely updates from the SDE Assessment and Accountability team 
concerning important deadlines and updates or changes that you’ll want to know. 
 
Here are the links for webinars scheduled through June. Go ahead and register for all nine now, 
so they will be on your calendar. For previous webinars, including September’s, please visit the 
Resource Center for Assessment and Accountability.  
October 10 
November 14 
December 12 
January 9 
February 13 
March 13 
April 10 
May 8 
June 12 
 

https://www.wida.us/assessment/Screener/WIDA_Flyer_SCREENER_Lets_Get_Going_ONLINE.pdf
https://www.wida.us/assessment/Screener/WIDA_Flyer_SCREENER_Lets_Get_Going_ONLINE.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/technology
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/technology
https://www.wida.us/assessment/Screener/
https://portal.wida.us/client/AMS/AMSVideos.aspx
mailto:mjones@sde.idaho.gov
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/resource-center.html#collapseOne
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1081251331149332994
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6660148041717395458
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7556954805308251906
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1507774981307925762
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1507774981307925762
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6735826327545622530
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4477385463628615426
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4477385463628615426
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1238672808944660994
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8527623461518268162
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8527623461518268162
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1053623902478366978
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SUBSCRIBE 

If you would like to subscribe to our newsletter, fill out the subscription form. You can visit our 
Resource Center to read/review previous newsletters. The 2018-19 Assessment Calendar. 

If you have any questions, please contact Vickie Holbrook or call her at (208) 332-6877. 
Back to the top 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=haWTdmdhIEK1B_bL9Z2NcVMHlhRu4JtHsrzPdOdLYcBURDlJM1NZWkpPODFBV1I1MlpJWjRJUTIzWS4u
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/resource-center.html
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/files/shared/2018-2019-Testing-Dates.pdf
mailto:vholbrook@sde.idaho.gov

	In this Update
	EDMODO
	IDAHO READING INDICATOR
	Fall IRI testing window
	Fall IRI Training with Istation

	Science
	Help us develop Idaho’s new science assessment!

	ISAT
	Idaho Alternate Assessment
	Idaho Extended Content Standards Find a New Home

	IDAA Science Portfolio Baseline Data
	College ENTRANCE EXAMS
	PSAT/NMSQT School Day:  October 10, Alternate Test Date October 24.

	ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY
	WIDA Assessments
	Training and certification


	OCTOBER’S MONTHLY ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY WEBINAR
	SUBSCRIBE

